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assigned to the same period; and the connection of the piece with 
Habakkuk (3:1) suggests to Dr. Ward that Habakkuk was "the last 
compiler and editor of the first two chapters, and may have been the 
author of the last part of the second chapter" (II, 6 f.) — a conclusion 
which seems to us an inversion of critical probabilities. 

The work of Dr. Bewer is singularly fresh and stimulating. He 
wields the critical scalpel as finely as his fellow-contributors; but there 
is a real thrill in his tones when he passes from analysis to sympathetic 
interpretation of the thought and feeling of the prophets. Obadiah 
covers but one short chapter. Of that nothing is left to the prophet 
himself but vss. 7-15, the historical complexion of which points to a date 
in the fifth century B.C. (somewhat after Malachi). The opening verses 
are drawn from an earlier prophet, and are quoted likewise by Jer. chap. 
49, while vss. 19-21 are universally assigned to an apocalyptic dreamer 
just before the age of Joel. The genuine utterance of Obadiah is aglow 
with ardent patriotism. Joel moves from lurid pictures of judgment to 
plaintive appeals for repentance, followed by rapturous lyrical anticipa- 
tions of the happy days to come through Yahweh's favor. Dr. Bewer is 
so far impressed by the recent arguments of Rothstein, Sievers, Duhm, 
etc., as to concede the bulk of chap. 4 to a later hand than Joel. He 
renders this hypothesis more easy by eliminating the references to "the 
day of Yahweh " in chaps. 1 and 2. But he still holds fast to the probable 
authenticity of 3:4a; 4:2a, 0-140, thus vindicating Joel's claim to be a 
true father of apocalypse. The editor who wove the separate parts 
together by the scarlet thread of "the day of Yahweh" was still further 
imbued with the spirit of apocalypse. Joel himself may be placed about 
400 B.C., his editor a few decades later, and the final patch 4:4-8 a year 
or two after the capture of Jerusalem by Artaxerxes Ochus (cir. 352 B.C.). 

No space remains for comment. But enough has been said in 
evidence of the fulness, care, and candor, the keen, searching criticism, 
and the literary and religious insight of the whole volume. 

Presbyterian College ALEX. R. GORDON 

Montreal, Canada 

THE COMPOSITION OF ISAIAH ONCE MORE 1 

The progressive science of Old Testament criticism requires the 
publication of just such a survey as Professor Kennett's to keep us aware 
of the fact that the problems of Isaiah are never solved. The Regius 

1 The Composition of the Book of Isaiah in the Light of History and Archaeology. 
By Robert H. Kennett. (The Schweich Lectures, 1909.) London: Frowde, 1910. 
vi+94 pages. 3$. net. 
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Professor of Hebrew at Queens' College, Cambridge, has boldly under- 
taken to give a bird's-eye view of these problems in a short series of three 
lectures. Details must of necessity be omitted, for space will not allow 
any such expressions as one may expect to find in a commentary. 
Though his work is based on a critical knowledge of Hebrew, the lecturer 
has had in mind throughout the student of the English Bible. 

No man who attempts to enlighten his readers on Isaiah will be so 
rash as to pass by the great scholars who have already plowed deep into 
the soil of its difficulties, and produced commendable results. Our 
lecturer lays special emphasis upon the works of Cheyne and of Duhm, 
and to them especially he makes loyal acknowledgment. 

Two methods of procedure may be followed in this study: (i) either 
to take the sections of Isaiah in the order in which they are now arranged, 
and examine them in the light of history; or, (2) to consider the history 
of Israel, then look into the Book of Isaiah for prophecies which exactly 
correspond with it. The author follows the second method, and thus 
considers the history of Judah from Isaiah's time onward, and deals 
especially with those incidents to which passages in the book of Isaiah 
may be considered definitely to refer. 

By a priori argument the conclusion is reached that "a written book 
of Isaiah did not exist for a considerable period after Isaiah's death" 
(p. 6). It is not a sufficient support to that conclusion to say that 
Jeremiah did not quote from it. Neither did he quote Amos nor Hosea. 
Neither did Ezekiel make any mention of, nor quote from, Jeremiah. 
Arguments from silence may be plausible, yet wholly specious. 

The crux of the Kings' history of Sennacherib's reign (II Kings 18 : 13) 
is easily yet precariously disposed of by reading "twenty-fourth" for 
"fourteenth," which would give the dates of Hezekiah's reign as 725-696 
B.C. (p. 17). Such a textual change is only one of several suggestions 
which may be given that allow an even distribution of the events of his 
reign without changing the years of the reigns of the succeeding kings. 

The first lecture concerns itself with "the nucleus of the Book of 
Isaiah," to which he assigns the following passages: 1:2-23; 2:6-21; 
chap. 3; 4:1; 5:1—8:18; 9:8-21; 10:1-19, 28-32; 14:28-32; 17:1-3; 
20:22; chaps. 28 and 31. 

The second lecture is entitled, "Enlargement of the Original Book of 
Isaiah by the Addition of Prophecies Composed in the Babylonian and 
Persian Periods." The sweep of history surveyed is that stretching from 
the fall of Assyria (606 b.c.) to the conquest of Alexander the Great 
(332 B.C.). We take exceptions to a few statements which are scarcely 
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well enough guarded. It is doubtful whether Aramaic was "the official 
language of communication" throughout Assyria and Babylonia proper, 
as early as the sixth century b.c. (p. 28). It is not difficult to explain 
why such a vast number of Jews, even if Cyrus allowed free permission 
to return, after fifty years' absence, only the old men remembering their 
home land, preferred to remain in Babylonia (p. 33). Indeed it would 
be difficult to explain if vast numbers should have returned, for they had 
adopted in large part Babylonian customs, and had built their houses, 
reared their families, and established their business interests in Babylonia, 
and persons under sixty years of age knew nothing of the land of their 
fathers, and the few of sixty and over would scarcely organize an expedi- 
tion in the face of the opposition of the younger elements of society. 
Ezra's-picture of the first return seems entirely plausible and natural. 

That there was "an attack on Jerusalem by Samaritans, Ammonites, 
Moabites, and Edomites, who destroyed the wall which had apparently 
been just completed, and wreaked their vengeance on the city," about 
460-455, is not borne out by any direct testimony of an Old Testament 
writer, not in the least by Ezra, chap. 4. Edom's punishment for their 
treacherous attack on the Jews, also probably involved Moab; to this 
period the prophecies against Moab in Isa., chaps. 15 and 16 "may be 
assigned" (p. 34). The reign of Artaxerxes Ochus gives a clue to the 
composition of many elements in Isa., chaps. 24-27 ; at least, the terminus 
ad quern is about the time of Alexander the Great's conquests of Asia 
Minor, 334 B.C. The similarity of the thought in chaps. 24-27 with such 
late psalms as Pss. 60 and 83, and with Zech., chaps. 9-14 is said to favor 
a late date. The lecturer sets forth as a probable view to his mind that 
"the genuine words of Isaiah the son of Amoz were written down in 
Palestine at some time subsequent to Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of 
Jerusalem." The last half of p. 41 is rather confusing in its method of 
statement regarding the number of prophetic books in the canon. To the 
time of Cyrus the author assigns chaps. 13; 14:1-27; chaps. 21, 40; 
41:1-7, 21-29; chaps. 43; 44:9- 20 > 24-28; 4S:i" I 3; 46:1—48:15. 2 °> 
21; to the time between Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander the Great, 
chaps. 15; 16:1-12; chaps. 36-39; to the time of Alexander, 23 : 1-14. 

Lecture III considers the "modification of the enlarged book of 
Isaiah during the Maccabaean period, and addition to it of prophecies 
recently composed." This lecture is slightly colored by the author's 
article (Joum. Theol. Studies, July, 1906) in which he presents argu- 
ments to show that "Deuteronomy was not published in Jerusalem until 
after the death of Gedaliah" (586 or 585 B.C.) (p. 43). Hence the 
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law limiting sacrifice to one sanctuary did not become operative until 
some time after the fall of Jerusalem. 

The terrific results of the Greek invasion in the Maccabaean period 
are reflected in Isa. 56:9 — 57 : 13 which he regarded as an imitation of an 
older prophecy (p. 56). Chaps. 65 and 66 are thought to refer in part to 
practices on Greek soil (p. 57). To Isa. 63:1-6 and chaps. 34 and 
25 : 10 ff . are referred the Edomite invasion by the Hasmonaeans in the 
middle of the second century b.c. 

The author finds the basis for Isa. 9:1-7 in the triumphant march 
and conquests of Simon, 142-141 B.C. (p. 70), confirmed by archaeological 
evidence that needs further proof to be of value here. Isa. 52 : 13 — 53 : 12 
is said to be descriptive of the Hasidim, the pious ones who have proved 
themselves to be the true Israel; and the author asserts that a careful 
study of the tenses of the verbs here used "shows with absolute certainty 
that the suffering of the Lord's servant is an accomplished fact" (p. 72). It 
may be said that "absolute certainty" is an unknown factor in the 
syntax of Hebrew tenses, and is a precarious statement upon which to 
base an argument regarding a fundamental matter of interpretation. 

There is "no great difficulty in supposing that it (Isaiah) may have 
been finished in, or shortly after the year 140 b.c." To this later period 
all the remaining portions of Isaiah not mentioned above are assigned. 

The lectures cover all the territory from Isaiah's day down to 140 
B.C., and, of necessity, in a very cursory and condensed form. They are 
a splendid survey of the radical wing of scholarship, but the lecturer 
sometimes walks on very thin ice, and counts as proved some points 
which are still widely and rightfully questioned. 

Ira Maurice Price 

The University of Chicago 
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Three works on New Testament theology have recently come to us 
from Germany, bearing respectively the names of the well-known authors 
Feine, 1 H. J. Holtzmann, 2 and Weinel. 3 
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